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Abstract: 

The paper focuses on the Philippine Pavilion in Venice in 2015 as the trajectory of a discussion of what 
it means to set up a national pavilion in Venice at this time. It reflects on this gesture that is also an 
opportunity to tell the story of the kind of modernity that permits and pressures this gesture. It is built 
around the film Genghis Khan, done in Manila in 1950 by Manuel Conde and Carlos Francisco, the 
first film ever on the exceptional conqueror. Around it are contemporary art projects that propose 
reflections on the conditions of the current world, particularly the dispute over the South China Sea, as 
well as on the long arc of cosmology and conquest: Jose Tence Ruiz’s bricologe of a slum fortress, 
Manny Montelibano’s video of fringes and soundscape of radio and epic, and David Medalla’s 
flaneuries. The Philippine Pavilion seeks to propose a conversation with the Biennale’s question on “all 
the world’s futures” through an argument of world making from the archipelago. 
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